REMARKS 



In the last Office Action, claim 1 was rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated by Kancko (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,959,861). Claims 2-4 and 6 were allowed, and 
claims 8-9 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim and were otherwise indicated to be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In accordance with this amendment , independent claim 
1 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of 
allowable dependent claim 8, and claim 8 has been canceled. 
Claim 9 has been amended to depend on claim 1 rather than now- 
canceled claim 8. 

As a result of these amendments, the application 
currently contains allowable claim 1, allowed claims 2-4 and 
6, and allowable claim 9 that depends on allowable base claim 
1. 

Claim 8 has been canceled, and claims 5 and 7 were 
previously canceled. 

As only allowed and allowable claims remain pending, 
the application is now believed to be in condition for 
allowance. Moreover, the amendments made herein do not raise 
any new issue that would require further search or 
consideration. To the contrary, the amendments made herein 
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do, on their face, place the application in condition for 
allowance. However, should the Examiner determine that 
something further need be done to place the application in 
allowable form, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner 
telephone the undersigned attorney whereupon any outstanding 
matter will be promptly attended to. 



and entry of this amendment together with passage of the 
application to issue are respectfully requested. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first-class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop AF, COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the date indicated below. 



In view of the foregoing, favorable reconsideration 



Respectfully submitted , 



ADAMS & WILKS 

Attorneys for Applicants 




17 Battery Place 
Suite 1231 
New York, NY 10004 
(212) 809-3700 



NAILING CERTIFICATE 




Signature 



MAY 16. 2006 



Date 
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